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Local Area Events
JANUARY
Story Hour | Forsyth
Building & Remodeling Expo | Billings
Great Rockies Sportshow | Billings
Candle in a Mason Jar | Billings
 
FEBRUARY
Touch of Class Primary Students | Hardin
Suicide Prevention Presentation & Walk | Colstrip
ArtWalk | Billings
Taste of Billings | Billings
Gardening with Houseplants | Billings
Big Sky Gaming Expo | Billings
OperaFest | Billings
Woofstock | Billings
MATE Show & Home & Health Expo | Billings

MARCH 
Shamrock Shindig | Forsyth
Nature Photography | Pryor
Medicinal Plants Class | Pryor
Touch of Class Middle School Students | Hardin
Fly Fishing on the Bighorn River | Billings
Friends of NRA Annual Banquet and Auction | Billings
Spring Home Improvement Show | Billings
Art Auction | Billings
Teen Tech Week | Billings
Docent 2nd Saturday: Art for Kids | Billings
 
APRIL 
Run for Love | Hardin
Wine and Beer Tasting | Hardin
French Toast-Pancake Lunch | Hardin
Ducks Unlimited Dinner | Hardin
Touch of Class High School Students | Hardin
Gardening Workshop | Forsyth
TOT Time | Forsyth
1st Responders Appreciation Event | Billings
Earth Day Benefit | Billings

MAY
Kid’s History Day | Hardin
Pink Tea | Hardin
National Kids to Parks Day
Memoral Day Observance | Crow Agency
Tour De Fleur Bike Ride | Billings
Billings Gem & Fossil Show | Billings
Mother’s Day Weekend Classic Car Auction | Billings
Montana Arabian Horse Show | Billings
Heritage Home Tour | Billings
Wine & Food Festival | Billings

JUNE
Little Big Horn Days | Hardin
Custer’s Last Stand Reenactment | Hardin
Battle of the Little Bighorn Reenactment | Garryowen
Old West Youth Parade | Hardin
Custer’s Last Ride Adventure & Cavalry | Hardin
Quilt Show | Hardin
Grand Parade | Hardin
Firefighter Fun Day | Hardin
Matthew Quigley Match | Forsyth
Picnic Day | Pryor
Song of the Dawn Priests | Pryor
1876 Grand Ball | Hardin
Custer’s Last Ride Adventure & Cavalry | Hardin
Crow Native Days | Hardin
Native American Rodeo | Crow Agency
Native American Horse Racing | Crow Agency
Demolition Derby | Hardin
Alive After 5 | Billings

JULY
St. Xavier Rodeo | Hardin
Show & Fireworks | Hardin
Big Horn County 4-H Youth Fair | Hardin
Extreme Days | Hardin
5 Points Gathering | Big Horn
Fireworks | Forsyth
County Fair | Forsyth
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JULY CONTD.
Elias Goes Ahead | Pryor
Peyote Stitch Beading | Pryor
Before the Horse | Pryor
Northern Cheyenne 4th of July Pow Wow | Lame Deer
Colstrip Days | Colstrip
Alive After 5 | Billings

AUGUST
Crow Fair | Crow Agency
Collective & Campout | Big Horn
Jam Mountain | Big Horn
Feathers & Fur | Pryor
Montana Fair | Billings
Trunks & Treasures Tour | Billings
Wing Ding | Billings
Summerland Tour | Billings
Alive After 5 | Billings
LemonZOOade day | Billings

SEPTEMBER
Country Fun Day | Hardin
Homecoming BonFire | Hardin
Day of Honor | Pryor
Gun Show | Billings
All Nations Indian Relay Championships-National 
Finals Indian Relay | Billings
Women Stepping Forward for Agriculture | Billings
Party for Preservation | Billings
Coyote Cross Country Montana XC Series | Billings

OCTOBER
Oktoberfest | Forsyth
Magic City Monster Con | Billings
Boo at the Zoo | Billings
Boy’s & Girl’s Club Vintage Sale & Flea Market | Billings
Art Walk | Billings

NOVEMBER
Holiday Parade | Billings
Roller Derby Dames | Billings
Artwalk | Billings
Huff’s Antique Show & Sale | Billings

DECEMBER
Christmas Stroll Fireworks | Hardin
12 Nights of Zoo Lights | Billings
Messiah Festival | Billings
Artwalk | Billings
Christmas Stroll | Billings
Christmas Open House | Pryor

*For more information on events throughout 
Montana, visit: http://www.visitmt.com .
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Residential Services
BIG HORN COUNTY
ACCOUNTING........................................................................................................406-665-9736
AMBULANCE........................................................................................................406-665-8740
CLERK & RECORDER..............................................................................................406-665-9730
COMMISSIONER....................................................................................................406-665-9700
COUNTY ATTORNEY...............................................................................................406-665-9723
DISASTER & EMERGENCY SERVICES......................................................................406-665-1731
DISTRICT COURT...................................................................................................406-665-9751
ELECTIONS...........................................................................................................406-665-9704
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH....................................................................................406-665-8724
HUMAN RESOURCES.............................................................................................406-665-9735
JUSTICE COURT.....................................................................................................406-665-9760
LIBRARY...............................................................................................................406-665-9742
PUBLIC HEALTH....................................................................................................406-665-8720
ROADS, JUNK VEHICLE & RURAL FIRE...................................................................406-665-9863
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS............................................................................406-665-9821
TREASURER..........................................................................................................406-665-9837

ROSEBUD COUNTY
BOARD OF ELECTIONS.........................................................................................406-346-7318
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE...................................................................................406-748-3293
COLSTRIP CHILD SUPPORT & SOCIAL SERVICE OFFICE.......................................406-748-3622
COLSTRIP CITY COURT.........................................................................................406-748-2300
COLSTRIP DRIVER EXAM STATION.......................................................................406-748-2800
COUNTY JAIL & SHERIFF......................................................................................406-346-2715
DISTRICT ATTORNEY............................................................................................406-346-2236
FIRE DEPARTMENT..............................................................................................406-346-4270
FORSYTH CHILD SUPPORT & SOCIAL SERVICE OFFICE........................................406-356-7918
FORSYTH CITY COURT..........................................................................................406-346-2525
FORSYTH DRIVER EXAM STATION.......................................................................406-346-7661
HEALTH CARE CENTER.........................................................................................406-346-2161
LAME DEER POLICE DEPARTMENT......................................................................406-477-6288
MEDICAL EXAMINER & CORONER.......................................................................406-346-2715
PARKS DEPARTMENT...........................................................................................406-488-2262
RECORDER OF DEEDS..........................................................................................406-346-7318
TREASURER...........................................................................................................406-346-7661
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Big Horn County Communities

Crow Agency
The town of Crow Agency is the headquarters of the Crow Tribal Administration, 
the Crow Tribal Courts, and Legislature of the Crow Nation. The term “Crow 
Agency” has been used since 1868 for the headquarters where the United States 
directed the federal interaction with the Crow tribe on its reservation. The 
Annual Crow Fair is held on the reservation and is known as “The Teepee Capital 
of the World”. During the celebration there can be up to 1,500 teepees on the 
river valley of the Little Big Horn River.

Hardin (County Seat)
In the 1890s the area around Hardin was settled by cattle ranchers and 
sheep ranchers. In 1906 the town  was officially founded and was opened to 
homesteading. In 1907 the Lincoln Land Company purchased the land that 
Hardin is located on. Four years later in 1911 the town was incorporated and 
not long after that the area around Hardin was fully settled. The town was 
going to be named Teddy after the president but people objected. It was named 
after Samuel H. Hardin, a cattleman and friend of the Lincoln Land Company 
president. 

Lodge Grass
Lodge Grass was founded in 1908 and got its name from the Lodge Grass Creek. 
Its name came from a misinterpretation of the Crow Indian name for “Greasy 
Grass”. The Crow Indian words were very close and sound alike. The Crow word 
for “greasy” is Tah-shay, and “lodge” is Ah-shay. The Crow Indians named the 
area this because the grass in the area is thick and tall and the morning dew on 
the grass would get the horses wet making them look greasy.
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Big Horn County History

B ig Horn County is the sixth largest county in Montana covering 3,250,000 
acres and includes the Crow and Northern Cheyenne Indian Reservations. Big 
Horn County was founded in 1864 and established in 1913. The Battle of Little 
Bighorn also known as Custer’s Last Stand took place in 1876 in the area known 
as Little Bighorn Battlefield. The battle was between the 7th Cavalry of the United 
States Army and the joined forces of the Lakota and Northern Cheyenne Indians. 
The battle did not go well for the United States Army as they rushed into an over-
whelming number of Native American warriors. Custer’s group of 264 men was 
completely wiped out by a group of over 800 Native American warriors. Today Big 
Horn County is home to around 13,000 residents and its economy is built mainly 
on coal mining and agriculture. 
CITIES:
Hardin - Pop. 3,505 (county seat)

TOwN:
Lodge Grass - Pop. 428

CENSUS-DESIGNATED PLACES:
Busby - Pop. 745
Crow Agency - Pop. 1,616
Fort Smith - Pop. 161
Muddy - Pop. 617
Pryor - Pop. 618
St. Xavier - Pop. 83
Wyola - Pop. 215

*Populations are approximate.
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Rosebud County Communities

Colstrip
Colstrip was established in 1924 and incorporated as a city in 1998. It is the 
largest city in Rosebud County with around 2,215 residents, which is about 25% 
of the total population in Rosebud County. The primary industries for the area 
are coal mining and electricity production. The coal mined in Colstrip is from 
the Fort Union Formation.  This formation is under most of eastern Montana, 
Wyoming, and the Dakotas. It dates back to 65 million years ago during the 
Paleocene era. The Colstrip power plant is the tallest man made structure in 
Montana. It has four stacks that reach over 700 feet into the air. It is the second 
largest coal-fired power plant west of the Mississippi producing a peak output 
of 2,094 megawatts.

Forsyth (County Seat)
Forsyth was established in 1876 and was the first settlement on the Yellowstone 
River. It was mainly a steamboat landing spot for the United States Army during 
the Indian Wars. The town was named after General James William Forsyth who 
commanded Fort Maginnis during the Indian Wars and the 7th Cavalry at the 
Wounded Knee Massacre. The town has been a transportation link since the day 
it was established, starting with steamboats then the Northern Pacific Railway 
and now Interstate 94.

Lame Deer
Lame Deer is named after the Miniconjou Lakota chief Lame Deer. Chief Lame 
Deer was killed by the U.S. Army in 1877 when his village was attacked by 
soldiers under the command of Colonel Nelson A. The Northern Cheyenne Indian 
Reservations tribal and government agency headquarters are located in Lame 
Deer. It is also home to Chief Dull Knife College.
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Rosebud County History

Rosebud County was established in 1901 from a part of Custer County. The 
area was explored by buffalo hunters, fur trappers and traders. The over trapping 
of beaver and hunting of buffalo disrupted the Native Americans way of living. 
This lead to several years of bloodshed and finally the Battle of Rosebud in 1876. 
In this battle the United States Army allied with the Crow and Shoshoni Indians, 
they took on Lakota Sioux and Northern Cheyenne Indians. The Lakota Sioux 
and Northern Cheyenne Indians had 1,500 warriors led by Crazy Horse, the US 
Army had 1,000 infantry led by Gen. Gorge Cook. The war went on for 8 days 
and the Lakota Sioux and Northern Cheyenne Indians won the Battle of Rosebud. 
Rosebud County is now home to around 9,300 people. 

CITIES:
Colstrip - Pop. 2,214
Forsyth - Pop.  1,777 (county seat)

CENSUS-DESIGNATED PLACES:
Ashland - Pop. 464
Birney - Pop. 108
Lame Deer - Pop. 2,052 
Rosebud - Pop. 2,889

*Populations are approximate.



winter Energy Saving Techniques 

windows
• Open curtains during the day to allow sunlight in and close them at night.
• Tape a clear plastic sheet or film to the window frames.
• Install insulating drapes or shades on windows.

Adjust Your Thermostat
• When you are home and awake, set your thermostat at the lowest comfortable      
   temperature. 
• When you are asleep or out of the house, turn your thermostat down about 12      
   degrees for eight hours and save around 10% a year on your heating bills.
• You can set programmable thermostats to keep the temperature where you want  
   day and night.

Air Leaks and Insulation
• Seal the air leaks on the inside and outside walls of your home. These can be holes for  
   pipes and wires, gaps around chimneys, or unfinished spaces behind cupboards and  
   closets.
• Add caulk or weatherstripping to seal air leaks around leaky doors and windows.
• Check your attics insulation. Depending on what climate you live in there are             
   different insulating products and thickness that work best for your area. 
 
Maintain Your Heating Systems
• Schedule service for your heating system.
• Do regular maintenance to keep your heating system operating efficiently.
• Furnace - Replace your furnace filter once a month or as needed.
• Fireplace - Clean the flue vent regularly and the inside of the appliance with a wire  
   brush periodically to ensure that your home is heated efficiently.

Lower Your water Heating Costs
• On average 18% of the energy consumed in your home is from the water heater. Turn  
   down the temperature of your water heater to a setting around (120°F). This will save   
   energy and can help prevent burns.

Lighting
• Use light emitting diodes “LED’s”. They use less energy and have a longer life span.
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Energy Saving Tips
Summer Energy Saving Techniques

Conduct an energy assessment to find out where you can save the most. This will allow 
you to see where the biggest problem areas are. 

windows
• Close curtains during the day to block sunlight and open them at night.
• Plant trees, shrubs, or vines to help shade your home.
• Apply solar window film to windows.

Adjust Your Thermostat
• When you’re home and awake, set your thermostat at the highest comfortable                                                                                                                                    
   temperature. 
• When you’re out of the house, turn your thermostat up . You can save 1-3 percent  
   per degree, for each degree the thermostat is set above 72 degrees, depending on  
   the outside temperature.
• You can set a programmable thermostat to keep the temperature where you want  
   day and night.

Maintain Your Cooling Systems
• Schedule service for your cooling system.
• Do regular maintenance to keep your cooling system operating efficiently.

Fans and Vents
• Keep inside air vents clear from furniture and other objects. 
• Run energy efficient ceiling and whole-house fans to circulate the air.
• Use the bathroom vent to remove the heat and humidity after showering. 

Appliances and Electronics 
• Try not to use the oven on hot days. Cook on the stove top, microwave, or grill 
   outside.
• Keep your fridge and freezer full. The refrigerator will run less often.
• Air dry dishes in the dish washer.
• Wash laundry with cold water and air dry.
• Unplug electronics when not in use.

Lighting
• Use light emitting diodes “LED’s”. They use less energy and have a longer life span,  
   plus they produce less heat than incandescent and CFL bulbs.
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 • Know where you can take shelter in seconds.
 • Have a place, everyone knows, to go to after
    the storm has passed.
 • Flying Debris is the biggest danger during a 
    tornado. Your shelter space should have
    mattresses or thick blankets around, to
    protect yourselves.
 • Do NoT oPEN YouR WiNDoWS to try &
    “equalize the pressure.” This only makes it
    easier for debris to injure you.
 • Also, STAY AWAY FRoM WiNDoWS!

 • Constant rotation of the clouds base.
 • Flying/Rotating Debris under the cloud.
    Tornados Don’t Always have a visible funnel.
 • Heavy Rain or Hail followed by either by an
    eerie Calm in the storm or Rapid wind changes
    & shifts.
 • Listen for loud, continuous rumbling with
    no breaks in it like thunder.

Precautions:

Things to Look and Listen For:

Lightning Distance Tracker
You can figure out how far away the

lightning is from you like this...
Count the seconds inbetween the flash 

of lightning & the crack of thunder.
Divide the number of seconds by 5 & 

you have your distance in miles.

0 seconds
0 miles

5 seconds
1.08 miles

20 seconds
4.35 miles

60 seconds
13.06 miles

Do Not Open Your
Windows!
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Tornado Safety
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Tongue River Reservoir State Park
Decker |  (406) 757-2298
Park Features: Bird Watching, Boating, 
Camping, Fishing, Ice Skating, Photography, 
Picnicking, RV Camping, Swimming, Tent 
Camping and Wildlife Viewing.

Two Leggins
6.5 miles south of Hardin on Hwy 313
Park Features: Boating, Fishing, Camping and
Hunting.

west Rosebud Park
US-12 | Forsyth | (406) 444-2535
Park Features: Boating, Fishing and 
Picnicking.

white Arm Park
222 Main St | Lodge Grass

wilson Park
N Cody Ave | Hardin

winchester Park
7448 Castle Rock Lake Dr | Colstrip

*For more information on parks        
throughout Big Horn and Rosebud       
Counties, visit online: 
http://stateparks.mt.gov 
or call: (406) 444-3750.
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Parks & Recreation
Arapooish Recreation Park
Co Rd 236 | Hardin 

Bighorn Canyon NRA
Fort Smith | (406) 666-2412
Park Features: Fishing, hiking & car tours.

Big Timber Park
Pinebutte Dr | Colstrip

Chief Plenty Coups State Park
1 Pryor Rd | Pryor | (406) 252-1289
Park Features: Bird Watching, Hiking, Fishing, 
Horseshoes, Photography and Visitor Center.

City Park
Old U.S. 87 | Hardin

Colstrip Park & Recreation
Current St | Colstrip | (406) 748-3326

East Rosebud Park
15th Ave | Forsyth
Park Features: Campsites, RV Sites, 
Picnicking, Fishing and Boating.

Far west Rosebud Park
Fishing Access Rd | Rosebud
Boating, Fishing, Camping, Picnicking, 
Wildlife Viewing and Hunting.

General Custer
12.5 miles north of Hardin on Hwy 47
Park Features: Boating, Fishing, Camping, 
Wildlife Viewing and Hunting.

Grant Marsh
Rd 147 | Hardin
Park Features: Campsite and Boating.

Heimat Park
247 N Heimat Rd | Hardin 

KenLake State Park
542 Kenlake Rd | Hardin |
(270) 474-2211

Little Bighorn Battlefield
Interstate 90 Frontage Rd | Crow Agency | 
(406) 638-2621
Park Features: Memorials marking the site of 
Custer’s Last Stand.

Prospector Park
Pinebutte Dr | Colstrip

Riverside Park
Oak St | Forsyth

Rosebud Battlefield State Park
HC 42 | Busby | (406) 444-3818
Activities Available
Park Features: Hiking, Hunting, Photography 
Picnicking, Wildlife Viewing, Interpretive 
Display Maps, Pets Allowed and Picnic 
Shelter.

Southwest Park
N Lewis Ave | Hardin

Tongue River Breaks Hiding and Riding 
Area
Tongue River Rd | Birney
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ST. LABRE MISSION / CHEYENNE INDIAN 
MUSEUM
1000 Tongue River Road | Ashland | 
(406) 784-4500

TRAVEL THE ROCKIES
1610 Vista Drive | Colstrip | (307) 672-9467

TULLOCH CREEK RANCH LLC
1008 Tulloch Creek Road | Bighorn | 
(406) 698-7303

TwO LEGGINS OUTFITTERS
Hc 36 Box 2120 | Hardin

YELLOwTAIL DAM
Rte 210 | Fort Smith
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Area Attractions
BIG HORN COUNTY HISTORICAL
MUSEUM
1163 3rd Street East | Hardin | 
(406) 665-1671

BIGHORN RIVER
Hardin

CASTLE ROCK LAKE
Colstrip | 406-748-3326 

CUSTER BATTLEFIELD MUSEUM
Shoulder Creek Rd | Garryowen | 
(406) 638-1876

FORSYTH AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
& AGRICULTURE
Forsyth | 406-347-5656

FORSYTH COUNTRY CLUB
47 Smith Creek Rd | Forsyth | (406) 356-7710

FORT CUSTER GOLF CLUB
3054 Golf Course Road | Hardin |
(406) 665-2597

GARRYOwEN HISTORICAL MARKER
Shoulder Creek Rd | Garryowen

JAILHOUSE GALLERY
218 N. Center Avenue | Hardin |
(406) 665-3239

JESSIE MULLIN PICTURE MUSEUM
509 Cheyenne Avenue | Lame Deer | 
(406) 477-6460

KENDRICK HOUSE INN BED & 
BREAKFAST
206 North Custer Avenue | Hardin |
(406) 665-3035

LASTING IMPRESSIONS BED & 
BREAKFAST
214 North 13th Avenue | Forsyth |
406-346-7067

LITTLE BIGHORN BATTLEFIELD 
NATIONAL MONUMENT
756 Battlefield Tour Road | Crow Agency |
(406)-638-2621

M.A.D. OUTFITTING
2114 Old Hwy 10 | Forsyth | 406-356-7238

NORTHERN CHEYENNE INDIAN 
RESERVATION
Lame Deer | 406-477-6284

PICTOGRAPH CAVES
3401 Coburn Road | Billings

POMPEY’S PILLAR
Pompeys Pillar Access | Worden

ROSEBUD COUNTY PIONEER MUSEUM
1335 Main | Forsyth | 406-346-7547

SCHOOLHOUSE HISTORY AND ART 
CENTER
400 Woodrose Street | Colstrip | 
(406) 748-4822



All hunters should consider taking 
an advanced hunter education 
class to learn the latest hunting 
techniques along with tips on 
coming home alive. 

Here are 5 Suggestions
for a safe
and successful
hunting experience:
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Hunting Safety

Receiver

Bolt &
Ejector Port Gauge

Chamber
& Choke

Information

Midpoint
Bead
Sight

Barrel
Front
Sight

Model Stamp & Gauge

Magazine Loading Port
Trigger &
Trigger
Guard

Action
Release Control
(Action Lever)

Foreend
(Forearm)

Magazine Tube

Barrel/Screw Cap
Muzzle & Screw Cap

Safety
Button

Stock

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

Get a detailed map of the area you are hunting, 
review it before you leave, and carry it with you in 
the field.
Carry a compass and know how to use it. Decide 
ahead of time the direction to head for if you get 
lost or disoriented.
Weather can change quickly, so hunters should 
carry a simple survival kit and be prepared for an 
unexpected overnight stay in the field. The survival 
kit should contain a rope, a knife, water, waterproof 
matches, an emergency shelter, and first aid sup-
plies.
If you are on the water, make sure to wear a personal 
flotation device (life preserver). 
Know your hunting partners’ physical and emotion-
al limitations, as well as your own, and don’t push 
your partners or yourself beyond those limits.
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Montana Hunting Seasons

Antelope: 
900 Series: Aug. 15 - November 13
Archery: September 3 - October 7
General: October 8 - November 13

Beaver: 
Western & Southwestern Districts 1, 2, & 3:
November 1 - April 15, 2017
Central & Eastern Districts 4, 5, 6 & 7:
September 1- May 31, 2017

Bighorn Sheep: 
Archery: September 3 - September 14
General: September 15 - November 27

Bison: 
November 15 - February 15, 2017

Black Bear: 
Spring: April 15 - Various (May 31-June 15)
Archery: September 3 - September 14
Fall: September 15 - November 27

Bobcat: 
Western & Southwestern Districts 1, 2, & 3: 
December 1 - February 15, 2017
Central & Eastern Districts 4, 5, 6 & 7: 
December 1 - March 1, 2017
(May close earlier if quota is reached)

Common Snipe: 
Central Flyway Common Snipe: September 
1 - December 16
Pacific Flyway Common Snipe: September 
1 - December 16

Deer & Elk: 
Archery: September 3 - October 16
Two-Day Youth Hunt (Deer Only): October 
20-21
General: October 22 - November 27

Fisher: 
Districts 1&2: 
December 1 - February 15, 2017

Goose: 
Goose Central Flyway: 
October 1 - End Date TBD
Central Flyway Falconry: 
October 1 - End Date TBD
Central Flyway Youth Weekend: 
September 24-25
Pacific Flyway Goose: 
October 1 - End Date TBD
Pacific Flyway Falconry: 
October 1 - End Date TBD
Pacific Flyway Youth Weekend: 
September 24-25

Mountain Grouse:
 September 1 - January 1, 2017

Sage Grouse: TBD

Sharp-Tailed Grouse:
September 1-January 1, 2017

Marten: 
Districts 1-5: 
December 1 – February 15, 2017

Moose: 
September 15 – November 27

Mourning Dove: 
Central Flyway Mourning Dove: 
September 1 – October 30
Pacific Flyway Mourning Dove: 
September 1 – October 30

Mountain Goat: 
September 15 – November 27

Mountain Lion: 
Winter (with hounds):
December 1, 2016 - April 14, 2017
Late Winter (with hounds): 
February 1, 2017-April 14, 2017
Hound Training Seasons (residents only): 
December 2, 2016 - April 14, 2017
Archery (without hounds): 
September 3 – October 16
Fall (without hounds): 
October 22 - November 27

Otter, Mink & Muskrat
November 1 – April 15, 2017

Partridge:
September 1 – January 1, 2017

Pheasant:
General: October 8 – January 1, 2017
Youth: September 24-25

Sandhill Crane:
Over the counter mid-continent: TBD
Special Permits Rocky Mountain 
populations: TBD

Swan:
Central Flyway: Tundra Swan (permits 
only): October 1 - End Date TBD
Pacific Flyway: Swan (Permits only): TBD

Swift Fox:
District 6: November 1-March 1, 2017

Turkey:
Spring: April 9 - May 15
Fall: September 1-January 1, 2017

Upland Game Bird:
Mountain Grouse: September 1 – January 
1, 2017

Sage Grouse: TBD

Sharp-Tailed Grouse: 
September 1 - January 1, 2017

Hunting Seasons: Courtesy of the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife, & Parks’ 
website: http://fwp.mt.gov/hunting/seasons/
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2016 Hunting Season
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COLSTRIP
Taylors Ace Hardware
6141 Homestead Blvd, Po Box 129
(406) 748-3450

DECKER
Tongue River Marina
Tongue River Reservoir, Po Box 1
(406) 757-2225

FORSYTH
Forsyth Hardware And Home
200 N 9th Ave, Po Box 1297
(406) 346-2405

FORT SMITH
Bighorn Angler
577 Parkdale Court
(406) 666-2233

Bighorn Fly And Tackle Shop
1 Main Street
(406) 666-2253

FORT SMITH CONTD.
Bighorn Trout Shop Inc
4 Park Dale Ct, Po Box 7477
(406) 666-2375

Cottonwood Camp
270 Cottonwood Rd
(406) 666-2391

Forrester’s Bighorn River Resort
1 Ml N Of Ft Smith On Hw 313 Bx7595
(406) 666-9199

HARDIN
Eagle Nest Lodge
879 Sawyer Loop, Po Box 509
(406) 665-3711

Town And Country Supply
1223 N Crawford Ave
(406) 665-1155
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F WP License Centers

You can purchase hunting and fishing licenses and snowmobile trail stickers 
through the Electronic License System. Online, http://fwp.mt.gov, By Phone  (406) 444-2535

or visit one of the ALS agents available throughout Big Horn and Rosebud:
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Fishing seasons & Records
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• at least one Coast Guard    Approved Type 1, 2, 3 or 5 flotation de-
vice that is the proper size for each person on board or being towed.

• All devices must be in good condition and easily accessible. 

• Children under age 10 must wear a device when on board a boat 
that is underway unless: 
in an enclosed cabin or below deck or on an anchored boat that is 
being used for swimming or diving or passenger craft with a licensed 
captain. 

• Along with the above at least one approved Type 4 must be on 
board boats 16 ft. or longer (except canoes and kayaks) and immedi-
ately available.

• A Coast Guard approved Type 5 device may be substituted for any 
other Coast Guard approved device if it meets the same require-
ments and is noted on the label.

• Anyone riding a jet ski or other Personal Water Craft must wear 
an approved -non inflating flotation device, as well as anyone being 
towed by a water craft.

All Watercraft Must Have...

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Follow these guidelines to help prevent and
prepare for capsizing, swamping, or someone
falling overboard.
• Make sure that you and your passengers are wearing life-
jackets while the boat is moving. • Attach the ignition safety  
lanyard to your wrist, clothes, or life jacket. • Don’t allow 
anyone to sit on the gun wale, bow, seat backs, motor cover, 
or areas not designed for seating. Also, don’t let anyone sit 
on pedestal seats when craft is not in idle. • Don’t overload 
your boat. Balance the load of passengers and gear stored 
on-board. • Keep your center of gravity low by not allowing 
people to stand up or move around while craft is in  motion. 
• In small boats, don’t allow anyone to lean beyond the gun-
wale. • Turn boat at slow rates of speed. • Secure the anchor 
line to the bow, never to the stern. • Don’t risk operating 
water craft in rough conditions or bad weather.

(other Than a Personal Watercraft)
• For engines 25 horsepower or less:
- Those under age 12 may operate without
restrictions. 

• For engines over 25 horsepower through 75
horsepower:
- Those under age 12 must have someone 21 years of age or 
older on board within reach of the controls. 

  • For engines over 75 horsepower:
- No children under age 12 may operate, even with an adult on 
board. 
- other restrictions apply to boat operators 12 to 17 years 
old:
- operators from 12 to 17 years of age may operate engines of 
25 horsepower or lower with no restrictions. 

• For engines over 25 horsepower:
- operators 12 to 17 years of age must have: A watercraft 
operator’s permit, or someone age 21 years or older old on 
board within reach of the controls. 

Operating Watercraft

Who May Operate a Motorboat
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Read the
owner’s manual
and know your vehicle thoroughly. 
• Check your vehicle before you ride. 
• Wear protective equipment and 
clothing. • Don’t lend your vehicle to 
unskilled riders. • Supervise young 
or inexperienced riders. • Never carry 
a passenger on vehicles meant for 
one rider. • Do not operate under the 
influence of drugs or alcohol. • Drive 
at speeds that are appropriate to trail 
conditions. • Stay to the right on trails. 
• Stay away from thin ice, open water 
and wetlands • Know the weather 
forecast. • Make sure headlights and 
taillights work properly. • Maintain safe 
distances between other riders. • Re-
duce your speed when riding at night. 
• Yield to other motor vehicles and trail 
users. • Young or beginning riders are 
encouraged to take a safety training 
course.                                       

Know
Your
ATV
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ATV Safety

Snowmobile Hand Signals

Bicycle Hand Signals
Recreational Safety
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• Do not consume alcohol or take drugs prior to or 
during your snowmobile trip. Doing so increases your 
chances of injury or death.• Slow down and don’t cut 
to the inside of the trail corners.  It’s dangerous and il-
legal. • If you snowmobile at night, don’t override your 
lights. • Always use the buddy system. Never ride off 
alone. • Drowning is one of the causes of many snow-
mobile fatalities. Whenever possible, avoid the ice. • 
Wear sensible, protective clothing designed for oper-
ating a snowmobile. • Use a full size helmet, goggles, 
or visor to prevent injuries from twigs, stones, ice 
chips and other debris. • Avoid wearing long scarves. 
They may get caught in moving parts of the snowmo-
bile. • Know the terrain you are going to ride. If un-
familiar to you, ask someone who has traveled over 
it before. • Know the weather forecast, especially the 
ice and snow conditions. • Be sure your snowmobile 
is in top-notch mechanical condition throughout the 
months of use. • Familiarize yourself with the snow-
mobile you are driving. Thoroughly read the manual 
that accompanies the snowmobile. • Do not pursue 
domestic or wild animals. That is not the conduct of a 
sportsman. Report such violations to the nearest law 
enforcement  officer.

Slow
Down!
Snowmobiling
is fun. Going to the 
hospital isn’t.

Please respect private property 
and no trespassing signs. 
Stay on trails.
Exercise extreme caution on all 
lakes and streams. Obey 

all state and local laws and ordinances. Do 
not operate snowmobiles/ATV’s 
on county roads or state 
highways.

NO TRESPASSING

PRIVATE
PROPERTY
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Snowmobile Safety

 • Always wear a properly fitting bike helmet 
as most serious injuries are to the head. • Be 
sure your handlebars, seat and wheels fit 
snugly. • Keep your bike in good shape by 
checking and oiling your chain, making sure 
your brakes work properly and maintaining 
your tire pressure. • Always ride with both 
hands on the handlebars except when do-
ing turn signals. • When leaving a driveway, 
curb or alleyway always stop and check for 
traffic in both directions. • Cross only at in-
tersections. • Use the crosswalk to walk your 
bike across busy intersections and follow 
the traffic signals. • Never ride against traf-
fic. Travel in the same direction as the cars. • 
Whenever you can, use bike routes and avoid 
busy streets. • Don’t ride near parked cars as 
doors can open and cause accidents. • Obey all 
traffic signs and traffic lights. • When biking 
with friends, ride in a single file. • Always pass 
other bikers or pedestrians on the left and say  
“On your left!” to make your presence known. 
• Always use bicycle hand signals to alert traf-
fic of your changing direction.

Be Cautious of 
Other Bikers

Drink lots
of Water!

28 - Big Horn & Rosebud Counties • Resident Guide

Bicycle Safety
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Rosebud County
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Make a convenient measuring tool out of a long handled 
garden tool by laying it on the ground next to a tape measure. 
Use a permanent marker to copy the inches and feet. Next time 
you are spacing plants you already have a dual-purpose 
measuring tool in your hand! 

Write the names of your plants (with a permanent marker) on 
the flat parts of stones of any size and lay them in front of your 
plants for natural looking markers.

The next time you boil or steam vegetables, use the leftover 
water to water potted patio plants, and you’ll be suprised at how 
the plants grow with “vege-soup.”

You can use leftover tea and coffee grounds to help acidify the 
soil of acid-loving plants like azaleas, rhododendrons, camellias, 
gardenias and blueberries. A light sprinkle of about 1/4 of an 
inch applied once a month will help keep the pH of the soil on 
the acidic side.

You can use chamomile tea to control damping-off fungus, which 
often attacks young seedlings quite suddenly. Just add some tea to 
the soil around the soil of seedlings once a week for healthy plant.

Here is a really quick way to dry out your herbs: Just lay a sheet 
of newspaper on the seat of your car, arrange the herbs in a single 
layer, then roll up the windows and shut the car doors. Your herbs 
will be dry in no time!

Use your blender to grind up egg shells. Just like a mother bird 
chews up worms for the baby birds making the food easier to digest, 
grinding eggshells makes it easy for your garden to absorb the 
calcium egg shells retain.

Animals (cats especially) seem to think all of the hard work 
you’ve put into your garden looks like a huge litter box. To keep 
them from pooping on your basil and other plants, strategically 
place a few plastic forks around your plants to deter them from 
destroying your fresh herbs, fruits, and vegetables.
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Don’t like all the dirt in your fingernails while you work in the 
garden? Before you go out, run your fingernails across a bar of 

soap and you’ll effectively seal the undersides of your nails so 
dirt cannot accumulate.  Then, after you are all done gardening, 
use a toothpick or nailbrush to remove the soap and your nails 
will be sparkling clean.

Spray vegetable oil on your string trimmer to help prevent 
jamming or breaking (Treat before installing string in trimmer).
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Safety Tips
PARENTS:
• Teach your kids that an emergency is when you need help from a doctor, a police officer or a 
firefighter.

• Designate a safe place by your house that a child can go to if they need help right away.

• Have your kids memorize your address and phone numbers. They should also know your full 
name and where you work.

KIDS:
FIRE SAFETY
• If you or someone else is on fire - remember to STOP, 
DROP and ROLL. Wrap a blanket on the person to help 
put out the fire.

• If there is a fire, leave the house as fast as you can! 
Crawl on the floor to avoid smoke and if the door is 
hot, don’t open it - find another way out.

• Learn all the fire exits in your house. Assign a safe 
place outside for everyone to meet in case of a fire 
emergency.

HOME ALONE
• Never tell anyone that you are home alone.

• If someone calls and asks for your mom and dad, tell 
them “They cannot come to the phone right now, can 
you please call back later?”

• Do not answer the door, unless it is someone that 
you know your parents have okay‘d 
them to come over.
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FIRST AID FOR INSECT BITES/ANAPHYLAXIS & POISON SAFETY
INSECT BITES/ANAPHYLAXIS
Anaphylaxis is a severe allergic reaction from insect bites (latex, food and drug aller-
gies can also cause Anaphylaxis). Typical symptoms include hives, the swelling of lips 
or eyes, swollen throat, drop in blood pressure, light headedness, confusion, nausea 
or diarrhea. If someone is having an allergic reaction from an insect bite seek medical 
attention immediately.

POISON PREVENTION
Teach your children about poison and how it can look like a food or drink. They 
should always ask an adult before eating or drinking anything. Have them learn 

the poison control phone number: 1-800-222-
1222 and keep it programmed or posted near all 
your phones. Here are some prevention tips.

Lock up your poisons and medications. Keep 
them out of the reach of children, lock them up if 
possible. Make sure your children understand that 
medicine is not candy.

Follow directions carefully. Read your labels. Be 
sure to use and store all poisons and medications 
properly according to recommendations.

Keep your pets safe from household chemicals, 
too. Don’t allow pets near areas that have just been 
cleaned with chemicals, such as freshly mopped floors 
or bleached bathtubs and sinks. Clean up any anti-
freeze/coolant spills. Pets like the flavor but they can 
die if they ingest it. Store poisonous foods or plants 
in areas that your pets cannot access. Call your local 
emergency veterinary hospital if you believe your pet 
has been poisoned.
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Safety Tips
FIRST AID FOR BURNS & CHOKING

BURNS
For minor 1st and 2nd degree burns smaller than 3” in diameter: Cool the Burn. Run 
cool water over the burned area for 5 minutes, or until the pain diminishes. Never put ice on 
a burn!

Bandage the burn with sterile gauze: 
It is important to use loosely wrapped gauze. This will avoid pressure and the bandage pro-
tects blisters. NEVER put lotions, vaseline, ointments or butter on burn. Do not break any blis-
ters, which can cause infection.

Take Aspirin, Ibuprofen, Naproxen or Acetaminophen to relieve pain: 
Minor burns usually heal with these basic treatments. Be aware for signs of infection which 
may include: increased pain, redness, fever, swelling or oozing. If symptoms develop, seek 
medical help. Avoid tanning the burned area for at least a year. Protect the area with sun-
screen outdoors. Avoid giving aspirin to children.

For 3rd degree burns/all major burns - DIAL 911
DO NOT run cold water over large severe burns - this can cause shock.
DO NOT remove burnt clothing.
Check for signs of breathing/coughing/movement.
If there are no signs of breathing begin CPR.
Elevate burned areas above heart level, if possible.
Cover the burn(s) with cool, sterile, moist bandages, towels or cloth.

CHOKING
Most people clutch at their throats when choking, an obvious symbol for help. However, if a 
person isn’t giving that signal, be alert for these indications. Inability to talk, difficulty breath-
ing or noisy breathing, inability to cough forcefully, skin/lips/nails turning blue, loss of con-
sciousness.

The Red Cross recommends a “five-and-five” method for first aid: First give five blows between 
the person’s shoulders with the heel of your hand. Second, perform the Heimlich maneuver 

(abdominal thrusts) five times. Alternate between five back blows and 
five abdominal thrusts until the blockage is dislodged.

IN AN EMERGENCY, DIAL 911


